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three principal aims of his crusade. The papal league
became a moribund institution while he was in the Levant,
his skirmishes at Smyrna were of little or no military value,
and the project for the relief of Caffa came to nothing.
Even if the last of these aims had been seriously contem-
plated, it would have been frustrated by the shameless be-
haviour of the Genoese under Vignosi's command before
sailing from Negropontis. The Dauphin's character, his
weakness and indecision, were at the root of the collapse
of this crusade. His bereavement by the death of his wife
in Rhodes must have added much to the confusion of
his ideas and to the despondency from which he had
suffered since the loss of his only son. Much valuable
time, too, was wasted by the Captain-General in futile
negotiations and by his strict fidelity to the papal curia in
submitting every detail to the Pope and awaiting definite
instructions from him. On the other hand, part of
the blame -must fall upon the Italians, whether Venetian
or Genoese. The Republic of St. Mark had obtained trade
privileges from the Turks after the capture of Smyrna. It
was these, and not the holy cause professed by Clement VI,
that they fought for; and as soon as they realized their
primary and personal interests in the war, they wavered in
their support to the League. The Genoese attitude became
openly hostile to the crusade with the arrival of Vignosi in
the Aegean. Their ungodly raid on the fleet of the holy
league was made possible only by the good faith of the
crusaders. The idea of such an attack could not have
entered their minds. In trusting men without conscience
and without shame, they were caught unawares.
The rest of the Dauphin's life was as tragic as his past.
He had lost his son and his wife, and was left with little
hope of perpetuating his dynasty. It was once thought
that he would re-marry and resume his old fiefs after his
return to the West; but, instead, he renounced the world
and abandoned all his demesnes in Languedoc in favour of
Charles of France, son of Jean, formerly Duke of Nor-
mandy, and heir to the throne. This cession was carried
out solemnly in an assembly at Lyons on 16 July 1349,
when he invested his successor with the sword of the